SOC 452/552 – DISABILITY STUDIES -- DIRECTIONS AND GRADING RUBRIC FOR SECOND PAPER ASSIGNMENT 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Due date:  Monday, Nov. 5, by 11:30 p.m.     
For this assignment, you will continue considering the following hypothetical work scenario.  It is a few years in the future; you have graduated from IUP and been hired by a non-profit which works with people with disabilities.  This non-profit organization has recently bought 20 acres of land in Western Pennsylvania for the purpose of opening a summer camp for children with disabilities.  Having addressed the potential threat of a White Supremacist group operating in the area, your boss at the non-profit now wants you to address the challenges of garnering economic support for the camp (the non-profit wants the camp to be completely free or at least low cost), including developing guidelines for potential donors about their marketing support for the camp.  
Assignment requirements:  paper needs to be type-written, double-spaced, with 1/2-inch margins and using 10 to 12-point font.  Using these specifications, a typical paragraph would run 1/3 to 1/2 page.  So, if you are directed to write 3 paragraphs for a section, this means that section needs to be 1 to 1 1/2 pages in length.  Keeping these typical paragraph lengths in mind also helps you avoid run-on paragraphs (a single paragraph which goes on for a page or more).  
This assignment requires you to complete the following tasks:  
1) Create a title page for your paper.  You need to create a new title, as this is a different paper with a different focus than the first paper, but otherwise you can reuse the title page from your first paper or change it up a bit; it’s up to you.  (5 points). 
2) Write an opening paragraph where you spell out the purpose of the report and let readers know what will be covered in your paper.  For this assignment, the thesis statement which needs to inform your work is:  How can we ensure financial support for our camp over and do so in a way which respects the disabled children we serve? (10 points)
3)  Identify Vested Economic Interests.  Your task in this section is to use political economy to identify potential economic supporters (donors) to the camp as well as those who might oppose the camp based on their own economic interests (see the camp as threatening their own business, for example).  Potential economic supporters could include those who might donate money or perhaps resources such as food and t-shirts or services such as haircuts (these are known as in-kind donations).   This section should contain the following four paragraphs:
a. Introductory paragraph which explains the purpose of this section and briefly summarizes the material to follow.
b. Paragraph which explains political economy and how it is used/applied in disability studies.
c. Paragraph which identifies types of businesses (and, if it makes sense to you, other types of organizations as well) whose economic interests align with the camp, or could be served/advanced by donating to the camp.
d. Business interests (and if it makes sense to you, other types of organizations) whose economic interests are opposed to the camp’s (would be financially harmed in some fashion by the camp’s success).  (5 points for each paragraph; 20 points for entire section)
4)  1 Page Marketing Visual for Donors.  This ties into the next section, so read through directions for both sections for a full understanding of this assignment.  You need to create a 1 page visual which compares/contrasts inappropriate and appropriate marketing strategies for donors.  (15 points). 
5) Appropriate Marketing Strategies for Donors.  Most likely businesses (and other organizations) who donate to the camp, whether money or “in-kind” donations, would want to advertise their support in some fashion.  While the people who work at the non-profit understand this, they also want to make sure that such advertising does not unintentionally perpetuate stereotypes of disabled individuals or present them (or use them) in ways that members of the disabled community would find offensive.  In this section, you are tasked with explaining to donors what would and would not be acceptable for them to use in their marketing strategies when it comes to advertising their support for the camp.  You need to write a short introduction paragraph for this section where you spell out the purpose of this section and briefly summarize what is to follow (5 points).  Then you need to write TWO additional paragraphs.  In these paragraphs you need to reference a minimum of TWO readings from the Davis book course.  You may utilize any of the Davis readings from the first 9 weeks of classes; the reading on the Poster Child assigned during the first part of class might be especially useful.  Also, somewhere in these paragraphs you need to refer to the visual you created in task 4 and explain it.  (each of these paragraphs is worth 10 points; total section is worth 25 points)
6) Conclusions and Recommendations::  Summarize what you have covered in this paper, briefly highlighting the major recommendations for identifying donors and working with them around issues of marketing.  (10 points). 
7) Appropriately use references – make sure you have identified all sources where information was taken from in the text and used quotation marks around any direct quotations.  Generate a list of references to go at the end of your paper using APA style.  Include all the references you used in your paper, including ones from this class. (5 points)
8) Proofread and Edit – when you have a paying job, are you going to hand in a paper to your boss full of grammatical and spelling errors, or one that is difficult to read due to poor organization?  If the answer to that is “No” (and that should be the answer), then do not turn one in to your course instructor, either.  Proofreading and editing are an integral part of the writing process, so make sure you make time to do this.  (10 points)

  

Grading Rubric starts on next page


GRADING RUBRIC
	TASK (POINT VALUE)
	OUTSTANDING (A) 
	COMPETENT (B,C)
	NEEDS WORK (D,F)



	Create a Title Page (5 Points)
	Title clearly reflects paper assignment.
Title page includes title, student’s name, and two additions relevant to paper assignment.
The title must be different than the first paper but the rest can be the same if everything else continues to work well for this assignment.
Title page is well laid-out and professional-looking
	Title page has a few minor problems which keep it from being outstanding
OR
Title page has three elements executed to an outstanding level but admits the fourth element. 
	Title page is omitted or else it is included but excludes most elements or is very sloppy and unprofessional looking (looks thrown together at the last minute with little thought)

	Write an opening paragraph (10 points)
	Paragraph is well-written, with few if any grammatical and spelling errors.
Paragraph introduces the problem/issue the student is going to address in the paper. (Here’s why you need to do this:  your boss may share you paper with others, and they will need to know why you wrote the paper).
Paragraph integrates thesis statement into the paragraph.
Paragraph concisely summarizes what follows in the rest of the paper 
	1 to 3 of the following, minor shortcomings:
1) Several grammatical and/or spelling errors;
2) 1 to 2 awkward, confusing, or run-on sentences;
3) The problem/issue the paper is addressing not thoroughly spelled out;
4) Thesis sentence copied from assignment but does not relate in an integral way to the rest of the paper.
5) Summary of what follows in the rest of the paper is too in-depth
	First paragraph is omitted OR it has major problems in one or two of the shortcomings listed in the “competent” column OR minor shortcomings OR minor problems in all five of the shortcomings listed in the “competent” column.  

	Identify vested economic interests (20 points). 
	Well laid-out visual which compares and contrasts appropriate and inappropriate market strategy.
Visual contains adequate amount of material to convey message but is not overly “cluttered up.”  
Conveys an advanced understanding of course material.

	Visual in underdeveloped (too little information or seems to have been thrown together at last minute with little thought) OR over-developed (cluttered up with too much detailed information) OR demonstrates a fairly basic understanding of course material. OR has several errors (e.g., typos, grammatical). 
	Visual is omitted OR demonstrates more severe versions of the inadequacies listed under “B/C” column OR includes several of the more minor inadequacies listed in the B/C column.  


	Donor marketing visual (15 points)
	Includes a paragraph which introduces the task to readers.
Includes a paragraph which lays out a well-envisioned strategy for educating/informing the public about people with disabilities, making use of . course material to justify your strategy.  
Strategy displays high levels of creativity and/or advanced understanding of course material.
Includes a paragraph which discusses your flyer.
These three paragraphs are well written, with few if any spelling or grammatical mistakes.  
	Completes all tasks with few errors but the understanding of course material is a basic or surface-level understanding (as opposed to a deep or advanced understanding) 
OR
Omits one of the section requirements but does an outstanding job of the tasks which were completed
OR
Completes all of the required tasks but has some minor shortcomings in several of them (e.g., several grammatical and/or spelling errors, discussion of two demographic groups is intertwined and a bit confusing)
	Omits these three paragraphs altogether
OR 
Makes a minimum and completely inadequate gesture toward doing the work in 2 to 3 of these paragraphs (e.g., a paragraph which is a sentence or two long)
OR
Is so poorly written and organized it is difficult to follow
OR
Displays little to no knowledge and understanding of course material relevant to this part of the assignment


	Acceptable marketing strategies for donors (25 points). 
	Includes opening paragraph and two additional paragraphs.
Opening paragraph briefly describes what is to be covered in the section. 
One or both of the last two paragraphs incorporates material or insights from TWO course readings.
One or both of the last two paragraphs includes an explanation/discussion of the donor marketing visual.
Section displays an advanced understanding of course material.  
Section is well written with few to none grammatical or spelling errors.  
	Section includes all of the requested material but displays a fairly basic understanding of course material OR the paragraphs in the section are a bit underdeveloped OR two references from the class are cited but one of them is not discussed or developed to the point which makes it clear the student read the material OR section has several writing challenges (e.g., poorly organized, a number of grammatical errors).  
	Section is omitted altogether OR included but severely underdeveloped OR poorly written

	Write a summary paragraph (10 points)  
	Paragraph is well-written, with few if any grammatical and spelling errors.
Paragraph concisely summarizes what was covered in the paper
Student highlights major recommendations developed from paper.    
	1 to 2 of the following, minor shortcomings:
1) Several grammatical and/or spelling errors;
2) 1 to 2 awkward, confusing, or run-on sentences;
3) Summary of what was covered in paper too extensive/in-depth;
4) Recommendations do not seem clearly connected to what was covered in the paper.  

	 Summary paragraph is omitted OR it has major problems in one or two of the shortcomings listed in the “competent” column OR minor shortcomings OR minor problems in all four of the shortcomings listed in the “competent” column.  

	Appropriate use references (5 points) 
	Throughout the paper, student attributes information reported in the paper to the sources from which the student took the information (and does so using APA format).
Direct (verbatim) quotations are included in quotation marks (and the student uses FEW of these).
List of all sources cited in the paper are included in a reference page at the end of the paper (and using APA format) 
	Student mostly uses sources and citations correctly, with a few omissions or minor errors.  
	Student omits citing sources and listing references altogether OR does so only sporadically, in a hap-hazard manner.
PLEASE NOTE: claiming someone else’s work as your own – including cutting and pasting material off the internet – is plagiarism.  If I catch you doing this, I will give you a zero on this assignment and put in an official plagiarism report with the university.  

	Proofreading and editing (10 points)
	Paper in its entirety is professionally laid-out and well written.  It lacks awkward transitions and inconsistencies (e.g., opening paragraph says you are going to discuss “X” in the paper, but then you never do discuss it).  It would be the kind of paper that might get your boss thinking, “Maybe this person needs a promotion.” 
	Spelling and grammatical errors make a regular appearance in your paper OR it has the occasional awkward transition OR 1 inconsistency.  It is not the sort of paper which will win you a promotion, but it is not going to get your fired, either.  
	Paper looks thrown together at the last minute without any evidence of proof-reading and editing.  It is full of spelling and grammatical errors, awkward transitions, inconsistencies, and is overall difficult to read.  It would be the kind of paper which might get your boss thinking she may need to fire you.
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